
Shaker Heights High School PTO: Meeting Minutes for October 10, 2016 

Co-Presidents Annette Himes and Maria Hunter called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. The August 29th, 2016 
minutes were approved with corrections and can be found online at www.shaker.org/hspto. 

Co Presidents and VP Reports: 
Co-presidents Report: Annette Himes and Maria Hunter reported on current HSPTO activities: 
 - In light of the levy coming up in May 2017, Maria Hunter encouraged parents to attend any Facilities 
meeting for the district. In particular, the October 25th Shaker School Board "work session” will address  
facilities planning with a focus on reviewing the 3 different options of where a new Middle School would be 
built. The meeting will be held at the SHHS small auditorium at 5 PM. Parents/community members will be 
allowed to observe but no questions or comments will be taken at this meeting. There will be another 
community session on facilities planning, to be scheduled in early November, that will include summarizing 
information from the work session for the community to hear and answering their questions. Here is the link 
for the information shared at the Sep 29th Community Meeting: http://www.boarddocs.com/oh/shaker/
Board.nsf/files/AE9UF66D05D3/$file/Community%20Update%20for%209-29-16%20v5.pdf 
 - Maria is still working on a PTO volunteer database and asked that attendees sign up with their contact 
information for various annual opportunities that the SHHS PTO sponsors.  
 - Annette Himes reported on the monthly Brown Bag lunch with Dr. Hutchings where the activities and 
priorities of the district staff are shared. In attendance were the unit PTO presidents, Director of 
Communications Scott Stephens, Communications Specialist Kristen Miller and Family and Community 
Engagement Coordinator Keith Langford. In light of the recently published school ratings, the Administration 
has been advocating for Shaker as well as all Ohio schools to the State Department of Education about how 
the tests are not indicative of the learning that goes on. The Administration has a meeting scheduled with the 
City of Shaker City Council and Dr. Hutchings meets periodically with realtors as well as the Mayor. The 
plan is to share more about all the excellent learning that happens at Shaker along with the learning 
opportunities available at Shaker. 
 - Annette reported that the Principal/Parent coffee held on Friday, September 30th had about 30 parents in 
attendance. Clubs and activities at SHHS were discussed along with ways to encourage students to engage 
more. There will be a post fall sport push for sign ups to capture those student athletes who have not been 
able to participate due to practice or game schedules. A parent also requested that outside clubs and activities 
such as 4H and Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts be included in the list. Community Engagement Coordinator Keith 
Langford will be looking into whether Shaker can recruit for these outside activities. 
 - Annette reported that Principal Kuehnle set up a Parent Advisory Group and has asked anyone interested to 
attend the meetings. The group will coordinate communications through Melanie Sweeney and Timeka 
Rashid. There will be a meeting in the near future with the SHHS PTO to discuss goals and initiatives of the 
Parent Advisory Group and coordinate that with PTO and the CommUnity Builders initiatives as well. 

Financial Management Report: Susan Vodrey introduced herself along with Karen Yusko as VPs of Teacher 
Grants. Susan reported that there is $3,500 for teacher grants this year. Faculty requests are due Friday, 
October 14th and 13 requests have been submitted to date. The teacher grant committee, who will be vetting 
the requests, includes Susan Vodrey, Karen Yusko, Jackie Duhamel, Annette Himes, Maria Hunter, Lisa 
Vahey, Lisa Hamilton and Mr. Kuehnle. The results of the funded requests will be published once chosen.  

Parent Education and Advocacy Report: Shaker parent and Aurora high school science teacher, Monika Biro 
plans to have a “Science Cafe” with a focus on the STEM fields. It will meet once or twice a year and have 
parents or community members in the STEM field share their experiences and help with an experiment presented 
to the students attending. The first meeting is planned for December 7th at SHHS.  

CommUnity Builders Report: Lisa Vahey distributed a flyer with information about how to get information and 
get involved in CommUnity Builders. The flyer shared a Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/
SHHSCommUnityBuilders/, meeting dates: 6:30-8PM on October 26th, November 9th and December 7th. Email 
Lisa Hamilton at lisa@oliviamariedesigns.com or Lisa Vahey at lvahey@gmail.com for more information.  

Treasurers Report: Sharyn Lowenkamp reported that the current balance is $23,458.98. There was a late 
addition to the 2016/17 income of $437 from the Flower sale last year. The expenses to date are $200 for the 
German exchange student dinner, a $75 contribution toward the purchase of three Chrome books raffled to 
participants of the “google sessions” held at the beginning of the school year and a $50 payment to a student 
who helped write the descriptions for each Club and Activity over the summer. 
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Nominating Committee Report: Susan Vodrey reported that the nominating committee will include: 
Co chairs Susan Vodrey and Renee Boyle, Tammy Bell, Lisa Hamilton,Velvet Landingham, Shiela McCall, 
Tony Peebles, Timeka Rashid, Yvette Reynolds and Lisa Vahey. The slate will be presented at the next PTO 
meeting.  

Additional Items: Parent Report on School District Presentation - “Of Civil Wrongs and Rights”: Shaker 
parent Leah Sieck encouraged parents and community members to attend “Of Civil Wrongs and Rights” 
presented by Karen Korematsu, Founder and Executive Director of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute* in San 
Francisco, CA. The event is to be held at the SMS library November 9th at 7 PM. Korematsu will discuss the 
legacy of Japanese American incarceration during WWII and the continuing importance of civil liberties 
education at the K-12 level and beyond. Leah Sieck’s daughter Julia Shin, a SHHS junior, will give a special 
video presentation of her 2016 digital storytelling project about Japanese American incarceration for the 
National Japanese American Memorial Foundation. The event is sponsored by the Shaker Schools 
Foundation and the Schubert Center, Case Western Reserve University.  

During the school day on November 9th, Karen Korematsu will talk to AP US History students and IB 
Diploma students. She will be available for interviews on a limited basis if students wish to interview her for 
their national history day project.  Also, Karen has done projects with other school systems where students 
write to their legislature to request a "Fred Korematsu Day" for their state.  If there is interest in pursuing this 
within the Shaker School System please see  http://www.korematsuinstitute.org/fredkorematsuday/. The 
contact person for this project is: Leah Sieck lsieck@gmail.com. Karen Korematsu will also be speaking at 
the City Club luncheon on Nov.10. 

* Ms. Korematsu has founded this institute in the memory of her father, Fred Korematsu, who was one of the 
few Japanese Americans to resist the incarceration of 122,000 Japanese Americans during WWII due to false 
government concerns about possible Japanese American espionage for the country of Japan.  There was 
never any evidence of any espionage from this community during WWII.  Fred Korematsu's case was 
overturned in 1985 and he was also given a Presidential Medal of Honor by President Clinton.  For the rest 
of his life, he continued to speak out on the behalf of other communities such as the Muslim American 
community after 9/11.  

Principal’s Report: 
Mr. Kuehnle reported that the Alumni Hall of Fame Induction assembly, an annual ceremony coordinated by 
the Foundation and the Alumni Association, was a very inspirational event. Teachers were invited to bring 
their classes to the assembly. Some the attendees of the "Tour Your Schools” event happening at the same 
time enjoyed participating as well. The "Tour Your Schools” event was not as well attended as expected and 
there is a plan to to attach the event in the future to other existing well attended events such as concerts, 
meetings, etc. Those parents who did attend expressed that they were impressed with the high quality of 
teaching and student engagement in the classrooms. The student guides received high marks as well.  

Mr. Kuehnle said the new district video is “awesome!” Here is a link to view the video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mueofwiBAiI. 

Mr. Kuehnle opened the floor for questions where the Homecoming dance became the primary topic. He 
reported that three students required medical assistance at the dance for drinking. Mr. Kuehnle requested 
support from the parents in his effort to push the Administration for breathalyzing at the dances. Although 
most local communities and private schools breathalyze students before entering their dances, Shaker has 
never used this tactic. He also talked about some improvement that can be made in the future such as better 
music, better lighting, and more custodial help in the case of any cleanup needed during the dance. When 
asked about the repercussions for student drinking or drunkenness at a school function he reiterated the rule 
that students receive automatic 5 day out of school suspension or a 3 day suspension with assessment. The 
subject of athletic repercussions was addressed and noted that each coach is left to deal with he student 
athlete as they see fit. There is no automatic removal from the team as a school policy. A parent suggest that 
there be more programming regarding drop and alcohol use and abuse for the students. Finally, Mr. Kuehnle 
plans to improve the communication to students and parents about the rules and consequences in relation to 
school activities.  

Panel Discusion - “How to Help Our Children be Successful in High School” 
Moderator: David Peake -Counselor 
Shaunna Bonner - Counselor 
Mary Bourisseau - Counselor 
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Molly Miles - English Department  
Hubert McIntyre - Coordinator, Academic Resource Center, Advisor MAC Scholars 

David Peake began the discussion by asking “what is the most underutilized resource at SHHS?” 
Student tutors/mentors in the Resource Center was cited as the most underutilized resource. The Resource Center 
is open Tuesday through Thursday from 4PM to 6PM and provides tutors for Math, Science, Foreign language 
and computer lab. The tutors are trained for three days and taught to ask questions of the students in need to better 
assess their requirements most efficiently. For more information, http://www.shaker.org/tutoringcenters.aspx. 

“When should parents intervene when students are overwhelmed?” 
It was advised that students reach out to their guidance counselors when overwhelmed since the counselors are 
good alternatives to parents. They have the experience to deal with all aspects of the student’s life in a safe and 
nurturing atmosphere. When a student builds a relationship with their guidance counselor it prepares them to 
continue forming relationships with teachers, administrators and college professors in the future. For more 
information about organizing your student and/or good study strategies, http://www.shaker.org/Downloads/Study
%20Skills%20Resource%20Book.pdf . 

What are the benefits of after school conferences with teachers? 
Conferences allow for deeper learning of a subject and more individualized attention. It was recommended that 
students make specific appointments with the teachers for conferences so that they are sure to be helped before the 
drop in students. Early or off hour school times were also recommended if the teacher is available.  

Is the 10th grade Personal Project required or recommended? 
The Personal Project is the culmination project for the Middle Years Program for the International Baccalaureate 
program. It is highly recommended but not absolutely required. Students receive .25 credits for the completion of 
the project and it is graded pass/fail. The project allows a student to delve into a subject that they are personally 
connected to or that interests them. Upon completion, the student receives a plaque and attends a ceremony 
celebrating the students and projects. Some students in 10th grade produce National History Day projects which 
can be used as personal projects as well.  

What are the barriers to success for students? 
A lack of organizational skills was cited as the most influential reason a student is not successful. This includes a 
lack of time management and not using the resources provided by the school. The guidance counselors also talk 
about how students have a tendency to have too many things on their plate and don't know how to remove one 
before they add another.  For more information about time management and organizational skills see http://
www.shaker.org/Downloads/Study%20Skills%20Resource%20Book.pdf . 

How can students be encouraged to engage in school activities if they are not self starters? 
Students can attend the activity fair at the beginning of the school year to see what is available to participate in 
and to sign up. Parents are also encouraged to talk with their child about what is available and guide them as they 
maneuver their first year at SHHS. Students can meet with counselors to find out more about what might fit in 
their schedules and what are good activities based on their interests. Counselors can also connect students with the  
peer and teacher advisors for the clubs and activities.  

Final thoughts from panel: 
• Involve your student in solving the problem and help them create systems in their work studies and lives that 

create success for them.  
• Use technology to help your students and to keep up with their busy lives. One app recommended is called 

“Scannable” which turns your phone into a scanner. https://evernote.com/products/scannable/ 
• Support your teachers in their effort to educate your students!! 
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Mr. Kuehnle wrapped up the evening by reporting that the Cleveland Indians baseball team was winning over the 
Boston Redneck in Game 3 of the American League Division Series! 

SHHS PTO Co-President Annette Himes thanked the panel and attendees for the insightful evening.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

The next HSPTO Board meeting will be held on January 9, 2017. 

Important Dates: 
-  October 11, 5 PM, School Board Meeting, SHHS small auditorium  
-  October 18 , Sports Booster Meeting  
- October 20, “Hard Conversations: Talking With Teens About the Risky Things They Do” - Dr. Lisa Damour, 

PhD, 7 PM, SHHS large auditorium, sponsored by Shaker Family & Community Engagement Center and PTO 
Council  

- October 25, Shaker School Board work session, 5 PM, HS small auditorium, consultants will present analysis 
of different facilities options 

- October 27, Community meeting for Facilities Planning has been CANCELLED, will be rescheduled for early 
November 

- Monday, November 7 and Tuesday, November 8th, Conference Days: NO Classes 
- November 9, SAY presentation: Think Before You Drink at Bellefaire


